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CASA Support Council News 
 

CASA RECOGNITION LUNCHEON 

The Support Council was delighted that 131 people attended 

the Recognition Luncheon on April 21, 2016. Thank you to 

everyone who attended. We hope you enjoyed the fellowship, 

as well as the delicious lunch. Congratulations to all the award 

nominees and winners!  Also, a huge thank you for the support 

from the Juvenile Court Judges and Court Personnel who 

attended, as well as the family members and friends of CASAs 

who were able to join us.   
 

Support Council Fundraiser – Raffle for Mustang Shelby 350GT 

The Support Council is participating in the 2016 Jim Click Raffle 

for a 2016 FORD Mustang Shelby GT350; this raffle is for 501 

(c) (3) organizations in the greater Tucson area.  100% of the 

money from raffle tickets we sell will go to the CASA Support 

Council.  Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets at the 

luncheon.  Tickets are still available.  Please check our website 

at www.pimacountycasa.org.  The drawing will be held on 

December 15, 2016. You may be the winner of this beautiful 

RED vehicle. 
 

Assistance League of Tucson – “Operation School Bell” 

The Support Council has a partnership with the Assistance 

League that will provide us with JC Penney gift cards worth 

$110, under their nationwide “Operation School Bell” 

program. The gift cards are to be used for purchasing school 

clothing, including uniforms, for school aged children. CASAs 

can obtain the gift cards from the CASA office, take their 

kiddos shopping and must turn in the receipts.  This year we 

will be receiving some gift cards in May and some in the 

summer time frame.  Although the first priority is to provide 

them to children who are in unlicensed foster placements, 

there will be enough to provide clothing for emergencies and 

for children in licensed foster homes who need them.  Please 

let Krissa know if your child needs one.  The Support Council 

will continue to support clothing needs for the birth through 

age 4 kiddos, including emergency clothing.   
 

Backpacks  

The Support Council will once again be providing backpacks for 

elementary, middle and high school students.  Krissa will let 

you know when they are available. 

 

In closing, have an enjoyable summer.  Be sure and let us know 

if we can help you in any way to provide a care-free and fun 

Summer is coming!  

                    

Triangle Y Campership Application still available! 

Contact Krissa or your coordinator for more 

information! 

Here are some additional links for activities:  

Recently the CASA Support Council for Pima County 

mailed out a one page flyer with a list of activities 

around Tucson.  If you didn’t receive one, contact 

Krissa so one can be sent to you! 

Krissa.ericson@pcjcc.pima.gov 
 

Pima County offers plenty for kids to do this summer: 

http://webcms.pima.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169

&pageId=253549&utm_source=April+29,+2016+-

+PCFYI&utm_campaign=April+29+Pima+County+F

YI&utm_medium=email#.VyePeUlnvXY.link 
 

Free Bowling: 

https://www.kidsbowlfree.com/center.php?alley_id=5215 
 

Macaroni Kids is a “one-stop place for parents to 

plan their family-fun events each week”-  

www.easttucson.macaronikid.com 

www.nwtucson.macaronikid.com 
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CASA Kudos 
 

 

 Welcome to our newest CASA trainees: Jane, Kim, Eileen, Lisa, Wendy, Anne, Vicki & 
Dayle! 

 Congratulations to CASA Paula Walton, CASA Tina Aprahamian, CASA Rosalie 
Greenfield, CASA Jane Dobrovolny, CASA Stephen Sweat, CASA Julie Wesley, CASA 
Mary Hudson, CASA Rachel Gardner & CASA Gabrielle Morlock on being appointed to 
your first case! 

 Kudos to CASA Leigh Creighton, the Foster Care Review Board (FCRB) report noted 
“The board acknowledges the Court Appointed Special Advocate for his work with K." 

 Kudos to CASA Judith Meyer for helping one of her CASA children maintain friendships 
while in a temporary shelter by getting her to a birthday party and setting up 
subsequent playdates. 

 Thank you to CASA Stephen Johnson for being willing to be interviewed on the radio! 
 Kudos to CASA Laura Zaer as the FCRB report noted “The board acknowledges the 

Court Appointed Special Advocate for her dedication to T."  
 Kudos to CASA Lucille Boildard-Harkin, the FCRB report noted "The board 

acknowledges the Court Appointed Special Advocate for her support of the children." 
Lucille B.H. 

 Thank you, Thank you, Thank you to the numerous CASA Advocates, Peer 
Coordinators & CASA Staff who helped with our recruitment efforts in April.  We are 
so thankful for your time during the fair! 

 Kudos to CASA Peg Chuchro for highlighting positive opinions in her court report! 
 Kudos and congrats to CASA Susan Barrable for the all the advocacy work to get the 

necessary orthodontics for her CASA teen.  Exciting news came the last week of April 
that she would get braces through Smile for a lifetime.  Thank you Susan for all you are 
doing for this young lady.  The assigned DCS case manager called Susan “a Super CASA” 
and asked if we can clone her! 

 Kudos to CASA Rufus Tamayo from the FCRB.  They noted "The Board commends the 
CASA for going above and beyond in his role to support E. and ensure E. wellbeing and 
best interest.  The CASA has been an exceptional advocate and mentor to E." 

 Kudos to CASA Edith Connors as the FCRB noted "The board acknowledges the CASA 
for her continued support of and work with the children." Thank you Edie for being 
willing to be assigned to the older sibling on her CASA case. 

 Thank you to CASA Cecily Crebbs for her strong advocacy skills with the youth’s child 
and family team. 

 Kudos to CASA Michael Elsner for advocating effectively for your CASA youth in the 
court report. 
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 Thank you to CASA Eloise Williams for rearranging your schedule so that a new CASA 
could observe your FCRB. 

 Thank you to CASA Julie Miller for taking two new CASAs to your FCRB. 
 Kudos to Peer Coordinator Sally Bedrick: the DCS CM stated “Her CASA Volunteer has 

also been a great support and advocate for her.” Thank you for taking two new CASAs 
to your Permanency Hearing & donating three car seats to the CASA program. 

 Kudos to CASA Jan Hutchinson for writing a FANTASTIC court report. And special kudos 
from the foster father.  He sent a text to Jan stating: “Hey, Jan, I thought you did a 
great job at court today...You do such an amazing job with R. and T. They are lucky to 
have you. Thank you for all that you do for them!" 

 Thank you to CASA Ruthann Wingate for taking the time to nominate your former 
Intermountain Case Manager for the 2016 March for Children Awards.  

 Great job to CASA Lori Taylor on writing your court report and congrats on selecting a 
second teen case! 

 Judge Rosales gave kudos to CASA Annette Weneck: “The Court thanks the CASA for 
her efforts on behalf of the minor.” 

 Judge Green thanked the Co-CASA Mary Ann Rawson & Co-CASA Barb Lauritzen for all 
of the work they have done on this case. 

 Kudos to CASA Judy Price, her Peer Coordinator stated: “Judy did an absolutely 
fantastic job.  She spoke up and was truly advocating for her child.” 

 Thank you to CASA Sylvia Canelos for sharing handouts on Child Internet Safety. 
 Kudos to CASA Sheryl Brown as FCRB acknowledges the CASA for being a support to 

her children.  
 Thank you to CASA Nancy Davis for advocating effectively for your CASA child at the 

last court hearing.  
 Kudos to CASA Amelia Lobos; FCRB thanked Amelia for her dedication to her case.  

 FCRB thanked CASA Denise Mouch for taking on such a difficult case.  

 Thank you to CASA Linda Koral, CASA Stephen Lautenschlaeger, CASA Ginger Tonkin-

Sugimoto and CASA Edith Connors for attending the Initial Peer Coordinator training & 

considering this new role! 

 Congrats to CASA Liz Bagnoche for supporting your CASA children as the case ended 

successfully with the children being returned to their mother. 

 A special Kudos to the following 2016 CASA Award Nominees & Honorees who were 

recognized at the Recognition Luncheon on April 21st: 

Attorney’s Choice Award:  

CASA Advocate Stephen Johnson 

CASA Advocate Linda Pejchar  

CASA Advocate Marcia Katz 

CASA Advocate Jane Swivel 
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Attorney of the Year Award: 

Attorney Kirsten Tobin 
Attorney Gabriel Munoz  
Attorney Kasey Coughlin 
 

DCS Case Manager of the Year Award: 
Hilary Case 

Shelly Dougall 

Kelsey Magnanti 

Nicole Perrault 

Gisela Ramacciotti 

Valarie Willhoite 

Stephanie Munoz 
 

DCS Case Manager’s Choice Award: 

CASA Advocate Audrey Kulwin 

CASA Advocate Beth Mercaldo 

CASA Advocate Jennifer Anderson 

CASA Advocate Darryle Hardy  

CASA Advocate Paul Black 

CASA Advocate Linda Pejchar 

CASA Advocate Tami Danze 

CASA Advocate Ginger Tonkin-Sugimoto 

CASA Advocate Amy Hogan 

CASA Advocate Susan Hirsch 

CASA Advocate Kathy Anderson 

CASA Advocate Marcia Katz 

Judge’s Choice Award: 
CASA Advocate Aspen Menke  

CASA Advocate Julie Miller 

CASA Advocate Sandra Rohen 

CASA Advocate Sharon Dely & CASA 

Advocate Alex Dely 

CASA Advocate Dolores Lawrie-Higgins:  

CASA Advocate Rufus Tamayo 

CASA Advocate George Franklin 
 

CASA Rookie of the Year Award:  
CASA Advocate Ardie Banks 
CASA Advocate Shawna Bohn 
CASA Advocate Andrea Cohn 
CASA Advocate Edith Connors 
CASA Advocate Tanya Ivey 
CASA Advocate Steve Lautenschlaeger 
CASA Advocate Laura Zaer 
CASA Advocate Stephen Johnson 
 
CASA of the Year Award: 
CASA Advocate Liz Root 

CASA Advocate Claudia Levin 

CASA Advocate Amy Hogan 

CASA Advocate Elda Lopez 

 We are so thankful for the great advocacy work of our entire CASA of Pima County Family. Keep up 
the excellent work!   

 

   

Don’t forget to complete the 2015 CASA Program Annual 

Assessment! If you were trained in 2015 or served as a 

CASA in 2015, please follow this link and complete the 

survey! Your feedback is important. Thank you! 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CASAAssessment2015 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CASAAssessment2015
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Thank you to the CASA Support Council for Pima County, Inc. 
for another great Recognition Luncheon! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to the Judges, Attorneys, DCS Case Managers, CASA 
Advocates, Peer Coordinators, Family and Friends & Community 

Supporters who attended the luncheon this year!  
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Meet our New CASA Program Staff Members 
 

 

 

 

Adelina Altamirano 
 

 

Hi! I’m Adelina and here’s a little bit  

about me: 

I was born and raised in Tucson, AZ.  

I am a 4th generation Tucsonan and I have over 50 first cousins.   

 

I have a BS in Human Services and I have worked within the field of social work supporting 

children, adults and families over 20 years.  My most recent work experiences have been in 

foster care as a licensing worker. This is a new experience – I really enjoy being at home and 

doing “nothing.”  My previous work schedule was very hectic and involved a lot of late nights.  

 

One of my favorite quotes is “No weapon that is formed against you shall prosper…”  Isaiah 

54:17 

 

I started with CASA of Pima County on March 21, 2016 and I think the most difficult part for 

a CASA advocate is dealing with all the other professionals associated with the case.  Learning 

how to navigate and gather the information needed to be an informed CASA is tremendous and 

requires tenacity and tact! 

 

 

      Patricia “Tricia” Keeler 

 

 
         Hello, my name is Tricia, and I am one of the 

          new program coordinators. My husband and I 

moved to Tucson from the Seattle area in March of 2016, so we have now officially lived in 

Arizona for one month! 

My educational background includes two Master’s degrees: one in Education and one in Human 

Services. Professionally, I worked almost 20 years in K-12 Education, and most 
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recently, as an investigator with Child Protective Services. My volunteer background is varied, 

but the most impactful and life-changing was as a child advocate. For three years, I served as 

a CASA volunteer while I lived in Washington State. I am very honored to be working with 

those who advocate for our most vulnerable children. 

 

Since we have moved here, every weekend my husband and I have been busy exploring the 

flora and fauna of the Sonoran Desert. Actually, we spend as much time outside as possible, 

because after 30 years of clouds and rain, we are thrilled to wake up every morning to 

sunshine! However, I did hear that it gets a little hot here during the summer.   

 

 

 

Jania Wright 

 
 

Hello All!   

My name is Jania Wright and  

I’m from Brooklyn New York!   

I’ve been in Arizona since I graduated from  

the University of Arizona with my BA in Psychology and Communication.   

 

Soon thereafter, I fell into working in the behavioral health field working with children with 

behavioral challenges and with the most amazing foster parents.  As I developed my training 

skills, I began to educate foster parents on how to work with children with the most 

challenging behaviors.  Which is why I came here, because I love to train!   

 

Given 30 minutes of free time, I’d likely spend it writing a list or reviewing my goals or mission 

for the year.  I am obsessive about my own self-improvement and strive to constantly improve 

myself in some area, be it health, fitness, relationship building, work, etc.  I love the feeling of 

setting a new goal after completing an old one which is why Mondays are my favorite day; it’s 

the beginning of a new week of lists!    

 

If I were to write a book about myself it would come in three volumes: Volume 1: “A River of 

Energy Moves Through It,” because my energy levels are ever flowing, Volume II “On the 

Heels of Accomplishment: The Tails of an Obsessive Goal Setter,” because my love of both 

heels and goal setting is never ending.  And my story would end with Volume III: 
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“The Practice of Positivity and The Lost Art of QTIP” because I attended a training, CBCT 

(Cognitive Based Compassion Training), which profoundly impacted my world view and life 

perspective and reminded me of the importance of QTIP-ing (Quit Taking It Personal) 

whenever possible.   

 

I love to read, research, and discover and regularly tap into my 8 year old self which is why I’m 

easily excitable and find joy in most things.   But most, I find joy in the children we serve.  I 

believe they are all the most amazing humans with seas of untapped potential waiting to be 

unlocked.  Anais Nin, an author from whom I obtain my most favorite quotes, says, “And the 

day came when the risk it took to remain tight in a bud was more painful than the risk it took 

to bloom.”  

 

To me this is the heart of what we do in this program and in foster care itself: we help 

children feel safe enough to take the risk to bloom.   

 

Current CASA of Pima County Stats 
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Advocating for an Infant 
The story about a new CASA and a baby girl 

By CASA Jennifer Anderson 
 

When I met baby girl, she was three months old. When I first held her, my heart knew this child 
was going to change my life. I knew in that moment that I needed to be a warrior. I felt an 
enormous sense of responsibility. On that day, I vowed to myself, whatever and how ever I 
fought for my own three children, I would do the exact same for this sweet innocent baby girl.   
 
I had been a CASA for 5 months. This was my first case, and I remember sitting with my 
coordinator deciding which case would I be best suited for, however, I already knew. As we all 
do as new advocates, we sit in and observe a Pre-Hearing Conference, court hearings, Foster 
Care Review Boards and Drug Court. I was observing the Pre-Hearing Conference a month 
before about an infant who was taken into state's custody after she went through her first month 
detoxifying from an enutero heroin addiction.  
 
I sat quietly with my coordinator beside the large oblong table where the birth mother, the birth 
father, maternal and paternal grandmothers, the Department of Child Safety lead investigator 
and the case manager that would be taking the case, as well as the attorney for the Attorney 
General's Office, the child's attorney, and the Facilitator. I watched. I listened. I took notes. I 
knew... this was the child that would entrust me to be her voice... 
 
It has been two years, and my greatest lesson throughout this time, is quite simple. This sweet, 
innocent baby girl, who now calls me by name, made me a better human being.   
 
I feel I kept my personal vow to her. I have been her warrior, and I did do everything in my being 
to attend to her, as I did for my three children when they were little. When I felt she was not 
getting read to enough, I would sit and read and read and read, until she could no longer stand 
the sound of my voice. When I held her, I would sing to her, even though I am well aware that I 
am tone deaf. I would play classical music for her. When she was on her tummy for tummy time, 
I too, laid on my tummy, and talked to her. I was always with her playing on the floor. I followed 
the lead of the early childhood clinicians from Easter Seals Blake Foundation for nurturing her 
development. When she was 13- months-old, we began to go to the park together. She loved 
the swings. She loved being pushed in her stroller on a beautiful day. When she was 17-
months-old we began attending a community music class program together, and the instructor 
was first chair with the Tucson Symphony Orchestra. She was drawn to the strings and bow and 
the beautiful sound from the violin. I share these times because these are the moments that I 
now realize were precious gifts from a being that had no choice in her circumstances. These 
moments she so lovingly gave to me made me a stronger and better woman.  
It was these times together, that would drive me to write the most factual and detailed Court 
Report (oops...24 pages was too long), it was her smile and her laugh that I could see on her 
face when I sat before the Judge. It was her heart that let me in, that would remind me that I am 
a strong person when conflict hits.  
 
Before I became a CASA, I had been fortunate that I did not have to deal with difficult people on 
a day in and day out basis. During one of the most challenging periods of time in the last two 
years, I was met with three challenging people close to the baby. For a brief moment, I allowed 
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it to paralyze me. No way could I allow this, because then I would be breaking my vow to baby 
girl. And, I would not be her warrior. 
 
So, what did I do? I sought the council of a few experienced advocates, and they were always 
willing to listen and offer the right words of wisdom. I spoke often with my CASA Coordinator, I 
attended monthly the Infant and Toddler Support Group, ALERT meetings, training classes, and 
on a regular basis spoke with a CASA who has become a lifelong friend, and allowed me to vent 
and together we problem solved. 
 
For every problem there is a solution. I began to set boundaries for myself, and realize that even 
in discomfort I can be strong, because baby girl needs me to be strong. I realized that I am not a 
failure to ask for guidance. I realized that with setbacks, and during really low moments that I 
allowed to enter my heart, were times that were not about me, and what did I need to do to 
overcome this and create victories that would result in victories for baby girl?  
 
During this two year journey, I can proudly say that I allowed myself to acknowledge the 
victories that came because I went out of my comfortable life, realized it was not about me when 
I was the one taking bullets left and right, and acknowledged the goodness and hard work of 
team members in this challenging system. 
 
Court Appointed Special Advocates know firsthand that the Child Welfare System is flawed, and 
we are all aware that being on the front lines makes us targets from many arenas. That is why 
giving attention to every small, medium or large victory along the way is as important as the time 
we spend with our CASA children. For me, it was important to share these victories that I had a 
hand in with the CASAs that are my mentors, my CASA Coordinator, the CASAs that attend 
Infant Support Group, and with my dear CASA friend. 
 
"Babies in Foster Care are a select group of children that are in the greatest danger," 
Department of Child Safety Director Gregory McKay said, during his presentation at Sally 
Campbell's Memorial Best for Babies Conference on February 26, 2016 in Tempe, Arizona. 
"Because they do not know how to talk yet, but they feel deeply." McKay, has been the Director 
of The Department of Child Safety for Arizona for over a year, and one of his statements not 
only made a significant impression on me, but continues to help me advocate for baby girl's 
future by being an effective communicator with team members during her transition. McKay 
said, "What impacts babies and toddlers the most when exiting the Foster Care System should 
be top priority for all systems and all team members to be interacting and in complete 
communication."  
 
Looking back over the past two years, I can choose to dwell on the negatives or allow my heart 
to rejoice in the beauty that is a two-year-old who deserves a wonderful family and a wonderful 
life. I think about her every day and I thank her every day. I thank her for allowing me into her 
heart, allowing me to be her constant, and entrusting me to be her voice. In baby girl's words, "I 
wuv you Jen-fur."  
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Graduation Incentives for Teens in Out of Home Care 
 

Graduation is just around the corner and teens who are graduating without a forever 

family can seek some extra support from the Department of Child Safety’s Young Adult 

Program. 

 

The program provides a few different supports for teens who’ve been identified as “likely” 

to reach the age of maturity while in out-of-home care.  

 

“These youth are unable to return home due to ongoing, unresolved safety issues, and 

efforts to identify and place the youth with permanent families through adoption or 

permanent guardianship have not been successful,” said Beverlee Kroll of DCS. “These 

youth often have experienced multiple placements while in out of home care, and due to 

these moves have fallen behind in school (through no fault of their own).” 

 

To encourage teens to stay in school and earn a degree DCS offers a $100 incentive paid 

directly to the youth upon completion of a high school diploma or GED. That $100 is in 

addition to the $220 graduation allowance that is available to help with the cost of a cap 

and gown, announcements or other graduation costs.  

 

“While this incentive in no way replaces the benefits of a permanent, loving family, it is 

provided to the youth to recognize their hard work and dedication to their education,” 

Kroll said. 

 

Youth are also encouraged to plan ahead for post-secondary education. Cost for college can 

be dramatically decreased when teens take advantage of the state Education and Training 

Voucher and Arizona Tuition Waiver (available for application at www.statevoucher.org) 

and through application for federal aid through the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid: www.fafsa.ed.gov). 

 

The Arizona Friends of Foster Children Foundation also has grants to help with apartment 

set up. For more information on resources for kids again out of foster care visit 

https://dcs.az.gov/services/teen-resources. 

 

Article & information provided by Allison Hurtado with CASA of Arizona 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://dcs.az.gov/services/teen-resources
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Recent News Articles of Interest 

Cenpatico Increasing Pressure on Mental Health Agencies 

http://tucson.com/news/cenpatico-increasing-pressure-on-mental-health-agencies/article_80052a5e-

0be4-5ebe-bfb1-7f9fc764ae50.html 

 

Foster Moms Break Down Barriers 

http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/2016/03/14/foster-moms-break-down-barriers/81488040/ 

 

Arizona Jacobs Law – Foster Children Behavioral Health 

http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/legislature/2016/03/26/arizona-jacobs-law-foster-children-

behavioral-health/82204692/ 

 

Family to give up troubled son to get treatment for him 

http://tucson.com/news/local/tucson-family-says-they-ll-give-up-troubled-son-to/article_8b60e211-54aa-

50eb-8ac7-009132fb05a2.html 

 

Foster Children get K-12 Champions through Pima Pilot Project 

http://azednews.com/2016/04/13/how-fostered-arizona-changes-the-lives-of-foster-care-children/ 

 

Arizona’s children can’t languish in a malaise of more trauma and neglect 

http://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2016/04/14/arizonas-children-cant-languish-in-a-malaise-of-more-trauma-

and-neglect/ 
 

Dashboard & CASAaz.gov Email “News”  

Remember that the Dashboard is a case management tool and the CASAaz.gov email is a 

communication tool.  We hope both of these tools provide valuable assistance in your 

work as a CASA advocate.   Please contact anyone of our program staff if you have 

questions about either system! 

 

Have you added these links to your bookmarks or favorite list online?  

To get to your CASAaz.gov email follow this link: 

https://p3plcpnl0711.prod.phx3.secureserver.net:2096/ 

To get to the Dashboard follow this link: 

https://apps.azcourts.gov/Casa/Login.aspx 
 

The CASA of Arizona team is working hard to integrate a number of new enhancements 

to the Dashboard as well as apply some simple fixes.  When we have more information, 

we will be sure to share them with you so you can understand the changes. 

 

Don’t hesitate to call our CASA office if you are having trouble with the email or 

Dashboard.  If you’d like a 1:1 session to help you navigate these tools on your own 

equipment – that’s an option as well!  

http://tucson.com/news/cenpatico-increasing-pressure-on-mental-health-agencies/article_80052a5e-0be4-5ebe-bfb1-7f9fc764ae50.html
http://tucson.com/news/cenpatico-increasing-pressure-on-mental-health-agencies/article_80052a5e-0be4-5ebe-bfb1-7f9fc764ae50.html
http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/2016/03/14/foster-moms-break-down-barriers/81488040/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/legislature/2016/03/26/arizona-jacobs-law-foster-children-behavioral-health/82204692/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/legislature/2016/03/26/arizona-jacobs-law-foster-children-behavioral-health/82204692/
http://tucson.com/news/local/tucson-family-says-they-ll-give-up-troubled-son-to/article_8b60e211-54aa-50eb-8ac7-009132fb05a2.html
http://tucson.com/news/local/tucson-family-says-they-ll-give-up-troubled-son-to/article_8b60e211-54aa-50eb-8ac7-009132fb05a2.html
http://azednews.com/2016/04/13/how-fostered-arizona-changes-the-lives-of-foster-care-children/
http://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2016/04/14/arizonas-children-cant-languish-in-a-malaise-of-more-trauma-and-neglect/
http://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2016/04/14/arizonas-children-cant-languish-in-a-malaise-of-more-trauma-and-neglect/
https://p3plcpnl0711.prod.phx3.secureserver.net:2096/
https://apps.azcourts.gov/Casa/Login.aspx
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16 Years 

CASA Nancy Davis  

(5/2000) 
 

15 Years 

CASA Sylvia Canelos 

(5/2001) 
 

 7 Years 

Peer Coordinator Cynthia Dean 

CASA Ida Sandler 

Peer Coordinator Ellen Werts 

(5/2009)  
 

4 Years 

CASA Paul Black 

CASA Teri Hollingsworth 

(5/2012) 
  

3 Years 

Peer Coordinator Richard Cook 

(6/2013) 
 

2 Years 

CASA Andrea Dempsey 

CASA Gina Hale 

CASA Art Hoffman 

CASA Jan Hoffman 

CASA Amelia Lobos 

CASA Mark Rosenberg 

(6/2014) 
 

1 Year 

CASA Terry Bernier 

(5/2015) 

CASA Monica Ayon 

CASA Constance Strickland 

CASA Conny Swacha 

CASA Jeff Tye 

 (6/2015) 

 

Announcements 

May, June & July Training Events: 
 

*RSVP to Jania – Jania.wright@pcjcc.pima.gov 
 

May 18, 2016 

3:00 – 5:00pm 

Juvenile Court Training Center 

Topic – Behavior & Crisis Management 
 

June 21, 2016 

3:00 – 5:00pm 

Juvenile Court Building – Conf. Room B 

Topic – Victims’ Rights 101 
 

July 20, 2016 

3:00 – 5:00pm 

TBA 

Topic – Gang Awareness 
 

  

Years of Service Recognition 

Pima County CASA Advocate Oath 

I, (INSERT NAME), AM A CASA ADVOCATE! 

I AM DEDICATED TO MY CASA CHILD & 

I WILL ADVOCATE FOR THEIR BEST INTEREST. 

I PLEDGE TO PERFORM THE FOLLOWING DUTIES: 

 SEE MY CASA CHILD 1X PER MONTH (AT LEAST) 

 SUBMIT MY CONTACT LOGS BY THE 1ST OF THE MONTH 

 SUBMIT MY COURT REPORT 2 WEEKS BEFORE THE 

HEARING  

 AND ATTEND COURT TO PROVIDE A VERBAL UPDATE! 

I WILL SUPPORT CASA OF PIMA COUNTY BY 

REFERRING FRIENDS & FAMILY MEMBERS TO 

JOIN OUR TEAM! 

 

mailto:Jania.wright@pcjcc.pima.gov
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In-Service Training Credit Guidelines – CASA of Arizona 

 

CASA volunteers in Arizona are required to complete a minimum of 12 hours of in-service 

training each calendar year in order to stay abreast of new information, services, policies 

and legislation. In-service training credit can be earned through a variety of different 

delivery methods, including attending workshops, watching videos, and reading articles, and 

should be related to your role as a CASA volunteer.   

  

The chart below outlines the amount of credit which can be earned for different types of 

training. Please note that Arizona CASA volunteers must complete a minimum of 4 hours of 

in-person training each year. Be sure to speak to your County Coordinator if you do not see 

a specific type of training listed below or would like to know if a certain type of training 

will qualify for credit.   

  

  

Training Type  Allowable Credit  

Articles in magazines, journals 

and newspapers  
Maximum of 1 hour per article  

Articles in County Newsletters  Maximum of 1/2 hour if newsletter contains training articles(s)  

Internet Research for Cases  Amount of time spent on research  

Books  30 minutes for each 50 pages; Maximum of 3 hours per book  

Video / DVD  Length of the video or DVD  

TV Program  Length of program  

On-line Training 

Module (not Arizona 

CASA)  

Amount of time spent taking the course. Use recommended credit if 

provided.  

Webinar / Podcast  Length of webinar / podcast  

Satellite Broadcast  Length of broadcast  

Conference  Length of conference minus breaks and lunch  

Community Workshop / 

Seminar  
Length of workshop / seminar minus breaks  

Continuing Ed / College Course  Course credit hours  
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CASA Book Club 
 

Wednesday Night Book Club will be meeting at Beyond Bread – Speedway & Wilmot Location – on 

Wednesday June 15 from 5:30 – 7:00pm.  Book to be discussed is Prison Baby. 

Email Krissa to RVSP, to request a copy of the book or for questions! 

Krissa.ericson@pcjcc.pima.gov 

    

Information regarding the Saturday Morning Book Club date/time is TBD.   

Watch for an email update! 
 

Note: 2 – 3 Copies of each book are available to check out via the CASA office.  Thank you to the CASA Support 

Council & various advocates who are donating books to our book club!  
 

 

CASA Case Support Meetings 

 

 Infant & Toddlers Case Support: Thursday May 26, 2016 from 1:00 – 3:00pm 

            Thursday June 23, 2016 from 1:00 – 3:00pm 

· Location: Martha Cooper Library  

· Facilitator: Christa – Christa.coxall@pcjcc.pima.gov 

 Teen Case Support:  Thursday May 19, 2016  from 3:00 – 5:00pm  

· Location: Martha Cooper Library 

· Facilitator: Nicole – Nicole.stockett@pcjcc.pima.gov  

 CASA Case Support in Sahuarita/GV: Monday May 16, 2016 from 10:30 – 12:30pm 

· Location: The Good Shepherd UCC 17750 S. La Canada Drive        

· Facilitator: Peer Coordinator Cynthia Dean – cdean@casaaz.gov  

 CASA Case Support in Vail: Monday May 23, 2016 from 5:30 – 7:30pm 

· Location: Grace Fellowship Office/”The Box” 13300 E. Colossal Cave Rd. 

· Facilitator: Peer Coordinator Amy Hogan – ahogan@casaaz.gov 

 CASA Case Support @ Nanini Library: Monday June 6, 2016 from 5:00 – 7:00pm 

· Location: Nanini Library 7300 N. Shannon Rd  

· Facilitator: CASA Tina Whittemore – dwhittemore@casaaz.gov 

 CASA Case Support @ Sandra’s:  Monday June 13, 2016 from 2:00-4:00pm 

· Location: Sandra’s Home -  Contact Sandra for address 

· Facilitator: Peer Coordinator Sandra Rohen- srohen@casaaz.gov  

 CASA Case Support @ Wilmot Library: Thursday June 16, 2016 from 3:00 – 5:00PM 

· Location: Wilmot Library 30 N. Wilmot Road  

· Facilitator: Nicole Nicole.stockett@pcjcc.pima.gov  
 All Case Support Meetings are open to all CASA advocates.   

Try one out soon!! 

mailto:Krissa.ericson@pcjcc.pima.gov
mailto:Christa.coxall@pcjcc.pima.gov
mailto:Nicole.stockett@pcjcc.pima.gov
mailto:cdean@casaaz.gov
mailto:ahogan@casaaz.gov
mailto:dwhittemore@casaaz.gov
mailto:-
mailto:Nicole.stockett@pcjcc.pima.gov
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Calendar of Events 

 

MAY, 2016                                                      
SUN     MON TUES WED  THUR FRI SAT 

1 2 

 
3 4 5 6 

 

7 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 

 
14 

 

15 16 
CASA Case 
Support in 
Sahuarita/ 

Green Valley 
10:30 am – 

12:30 
 

17 
 
 

 

18 
Peer 

Coordinator/Staff 
Meeting 1:30pm 

Monthly Learning 
Event 3pm-5:00 

@  
Training Center 

19 
 

Teen Case 
Support  

3:00pm – 5:00 

20 
 

CAMP 
SCHOLARSHIP 
PACKETS DUE 
to TRIANGLE 

Y CAMP!!! 

21 
 

22 23 
CASA Case 
Support in 

Vail 
5:30pm – 

7:30 

 

24 
 

25 
 
 

26 
 

Infant/Toddler 
Case Support 

2:00pm – 4:00 
 
 
 

27 

 
28 

 

29 
 
 

30 
CASA office 

Closed!! 

31 
 

  
 
 
 

  

 

 

May is National Foster Care Awareness Month 
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JUNE, 2016 
SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI  SAT 

   1 2 3 
 
 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
CASA Case 
Support @ 

Nanini Library 
5:00pm - 7:00 

7 
 

8 
 

9 

 

10 
 
 
 
 

11 
 

12 13  
CASA Case 
Support @ 

Sandra’s 
House 

2 pm – 4 

14 

 
15 

 
CASA BOOK CLUB  

5:30pm – 7  
Beyond Bread on 

Speedway/Wilmot 

16 
CASA Case 
Support @ 

Wilmot 
Library  
3pm - 5 

17 18 

19 20 
 

21 

Monthly 
Learning Event 

3PM-5 @  
Court Building 
Conf. Room B 

22 
Peer 

Coordinator/Staff 
Meeting 1:30pm 

 

  

23 

 
 

24 
 

25 

26 27 28 
 
 
 

29 30 
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Contact Information 

CASA of Pima County  
2225 E. Ajo Way, Tucson AZ 85713 

Main Phone Number: (520) 724- 2060 - FAX  724-2211 
http://www.casaofpimacounty.org   

Program Supervisor:  Krissa Ericson       724-2069 
 

Coordinators:    Nicole Stockett              724-9240 

                               Christa  Coxall                 724-9241 

Support Specialists:   Maria Chavez      724-5024  
 

                               Karen Abman                  724-9242 

                                         Lupe Ornelas      724-2060      
 

                               Adelina Altamirano       724-4516 

CASA Recruiter:           Jill LaBrie            724-9238                                               Tricia Keeler          724-2249 

CASA Trainer:              Jania Wright       724-4579            CASA Intern:                                         724-4589 

If you are interested in writing a story or article for this newsletter, contact Krissa Ericson – 

krissa.ericson@pcjcc.pima.gov 

**Check Facebook and Twitter for more stories, events & updates** 

www.facebook.com/casaofpimacounty 

Twitter: @CASAPimaCounty 

 

 

 

 Photo Credit to: various CASA Staff  

 Special thanks to Linda Koral & Various CASA staff for offering their insight in an effort to develop 

this great newsletter! 

  

 

 

 

 
 

CASA Support Council for Pima County, Inc.  
P.O. Box 36017, Tucson AZ 85740 
Phone Number: (520) 575-5130 

www.pimacountycasa.org 
President:                Linda Koral             465-4425   
 

Directors:      Pat Caporale 

VP, Programs:         Eloise Williams     743-8603 
 

                         Peggy Clark 

VP, Governance:    
 

                         Sharon Inorio 

Treasurer:                Karlene Nelson       591-4841 
 

                         Peter (Bud) Inorio 

Secretary:                Elda Lopez              269-3061                          Frederica Leonardo-Torres 

                          John Merritt 

                          Jan Webster 

 

Back Row: 
(Left to right)  
Nicole, 

Adelina, 

Jill, 

Karen, 

Maria, 

Lupe, 

Tricia  

Front Row: 
(Left to Right) 

Jania,  

Krissa, 

Christa 

 

http://www.casaofpimacounty.org/
mailto:krissa.ericson@pcjcc.pima.gov
http://www.facebook.com/casaofpimacounty
http://www.pimacountycasa.org/

